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The Steel City Amateur
Radio Club:

OUR NEXT MEETING: DECEMBER 16TH @8:00PM.
HOPE TO CU THERE!! HAPPY HOLIDAYS FROM THE
OFFICERS OF SCARC TO YOU AND YOURS. HAPPY
HOLIDAYS FROM YE OLDE EDITOR, TOO!

KiloWatt Harmonics
Check us out on the web: www.w3kwh.com

December 2008

A Letter From Your President
Having "manned the helm" for three years now, it is time to let some someone else
steer our club into the future, and I'm sure that Bob Lenfestey, WB3HDI, will serve us
well in 2009 as our new president.
I do want to thank each and every club member for your continued membership, your
participation in club activities, just showing up to be social on Wed nights or chatting on
the club repeaters, and for taking reasonably good care of our equipment and facilities
the last three years. We really have had very few problems with equipment and antennas (knock on wood) in recent times. I can think back 20 years ago when it was hard
to keep an antenna rotator alive for more than a year.
To all of you whom have participated in public service efforts, your donation of personal time and energy is admirable whether it is running a public service net, manning
the station at the National Weather Service office, checking into the Military Amateur
Radio Service nets as MARS members, helping out with the Pittsburgh Marathon,
working with the Pittsburgh 250 Event, the Vintage Grand Prix Race, or manning the
radio station on the USS Requiem at the Science Center.

President: Michael Sapp,
WA3TTS (412) 364-2740

We owe a special thanks to those who prepare our dinners after each business meeting and who make our annual corn roast event possible. We have members whom we
must thank to take it upon themselves to keep the clubhouse in good order and see that
our club property is well kept throughout the year.

VP: Madison McKee, W3MAC
(412) 279-8756

We are fortunate enough to have a talented newsletter editor and Web site manager
who provides us with a first class image in the ham radio community and which many
other hams in the U.S. and worldwide have personally told me they admire.

Treasurer: Walt Adkins,
KA3YNO (412) 276-0825

We are also fortunate enough to have a skilled computer network engineer who keeps
the club's PCs and network running for general use as well as networked contest logging, digital mode radio communications, repeater control, and VOIP Echolink access.
(continued on page 9)

Recording Secretary:
Joe Mielnicki, WA3FWA
(412) 922-6340
Corresponding Secretary:
Sue Rakiecz, KA3JKS
(412) 243-3061
License Trustee:
Karl Pastorak, WA3VXJ
(412) 429-8055
Editor: Greg Babin, NB3C
<KQ3DX@hotmail.com>

New Officers Elected For 2009!
Congratulations to our new set of officers, who were just elected at the Novmber business meeting: President: Bob, WB3HDI, Vice-President: Mike, WA3TTS, Treasurer: Walt,
KA3YNO, Recording Secretary: Joe, WA3FWA, Corresponding Secretary: Sue, KA3JKS.
Many thanks goes out to these individuals for volunteering their time to steer this club
towards bigger and better things for 2009. Please continue to give them your support as
you have in the past. If you haven’t been involved in the club lately, now is as good a
time as any to get involved again, especially with the long winter that is setting in early.
It’ll give you something to do, and keep you active. Hope to CU at the next Business
Meeting! 73 de NB3C et al!
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DX News & Views
♦

♦

♦

Information gleaned from various issues of ‘The ARRL DX Bulletin’.
Many thanks to them for their permission to reprint here.

LEBANON, OD. Jean, ON4JM is QRV as OD5/ON4JM
until the end of December while here with the United
Nations. QSL to home call.
ANTARCTICA. Joel, ON5XX will be QRV as OP0DL
from Patriot Hills until around December 25 while on
work assignment. QSL to home call.
BALEARIC ISLANDS, EA6. Pedro, EA6TS is generally
active on 80 meters using CW around 2200z each day.
QSL to home call.

♦

ANTARCTICA. Look for Nicolas to be QRV as FT5YI
from the Dumont d'Urville Base on Adelie Island, IOTA
AN-017, on 20 meters around around 1500 to 1700z.
QSL via F4EGX.

♦

LEBANON, OD. Salvo, IV3YIM is QRV as OD5/IV3YIM
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until April 20, 2009. Activity
is generally on 80 to 10 meters using SSB with a possibility of some CW, RTTY and
PSK. QSL to home call.
♦

‘KiloWatt Harmonics’ is
published monthly for
the members of the
Steel City Amateur
Radio Club.
All contributions are
welcome at:
KQ3DX@hotmail.com
Reprints/quotes permitted provided credit is
given to original author
and the Steel City
Amateur Radio Club.
SCARC is a not-forprofit organization as
defined under IRS Rules
& Regulations section
501 (C) (3)

♦

TUNISIA, 3V.
Alex,
GM0DHZ is QRV as
3V8SS until December 20
while on holiday. Activity is from the club station on 160 to 10 meters
using CW and SSB. QSL
via operator's instructions.
BOSNIA AND HERZEGOVINA, E7. Members of
the Radio Club Trebinje
are QRV as E760DPR
until December 31 to
celebrate the 60th anniversary of their club.
Activity is on 80, 40 and
20 meters using CW and
PSK31.
QSL via
E73DPR.

♦

OPERATIONS APPROVED FOR DXCC

A52AM – Bhutan: Operation from March 20 through September 26, 2007. If you had a QSO rejected for credit within this
date period send an e-mail to <dxcc@arrl.org> to be placed
on the list to receive an update.
VU4MY – Andaman & Nicobar Islands: Operation from October 24 through November 3, 2008
VU7NRO – Lakshadweep Islands: Operation from October 24
through November 3, 2008
♦

CANARY ISLANDS, EA8. Jean, ON5JV and Georgette,
ON6AK will be QRV as EA8/homecalls from Tenerife,
IOTA AF-004, from November 22 to February 3 while on
holiday and mostly during their evening hours. Activity
will be mostly on 40 and 20 meters. QSL to home calls.

♦

NEW CALEDONIA, FK. Jean-Pierre, F5AHO will be QRV
as FK/F5AHO from the islands Grande Terre, IOTA OC032, Lifou Island, IOTA OC-033 and Pins Island, IOTA
OC-032, on various days from November 23 to December 12. Activity will be on 40, 20 and 17 meters near the
IOTA frequencies. QSL to home call.

♦

JAPAN, JA. Special event station 8J1UEC90 is QRV until
January 12 in commemoration of the 90th anniversary of
the University of Electro-Communications. QSL via bureau.

♦

GEORGIA, 4L. Andy, UU4JMG is QRV as 4L/homecall
and is usually active on 160 meters around 2200 to
0300z, as well as 40 and 20 meters using CW. QSL to
home call.

♦

IRAN, EP. Moshen, EP3SMH is generally active using
RTTY on 20 meters around 1400z.

♦

CROZET ISLAND, FT/W. Florentin, F4DYW will be QRV
as FT5WO from the French Alfred Faure Base, IOTA AF008, from December 8 to November 30, 2009. Activity
will be mostly on 40, 20 and 15 meters and possibly 80
meters. QSL direct.

(more ‘DX News & Views’ on page 10)
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November 2008 Business Meeting Minutes
The President WA3TTS, Mike called the meeting to order at 8 PM. The Pledge of Allegiance was followed by a moment of
silence for our Silent Keys. The roll call revealed 19 members and 6 guests in attendance. The October meeting minutes
were accepted as published in the Nov. newsletter. The Treasurer’s report was given by the Treasurer KA3YNO, Walt and
was accepted by the membership. Visitors recognized were LX1UN, Alain and Lisa Spahr and Rob.
Committee Reports
Clubhouse WA3VXJ, Karl set up the clubhouse for tonight’s meeting and is planning to order the gravel and a backhoe to
fill in the club’s roadside trench. He will co-ordinate a weekend work party to get this job done. WB3HDI, Bob is preparing
the after meeting feast.
Technical Mike reported that W3WTW, Tim has installed a new controller on the Echolink PC. Funds were appropriated for
batteries for a backup power supply.
Public Service KA3MSE, Lloyd reported that the Skyview club is giving an ARES course. One must register for this course
by next Sunday for a December start at that club or online. SCARC will pay the registration fee for any member who completes the course. WA3PYU, Mike King revealed that the Pittsburgh Marathon will be restarted on May 3, 2009. There will
be a need of 150 ham volunteers to cover the course to start and finish at the Convention Center.
Membership

WA3BKD, Art gave the 2ed reading for AE3B, Dan.

Guest Speaker Lisa Spahr gave a presentation of her book, “World War II Radio Heroes”. She found that during the war,
SWL/hams would gather info about our POW’s by listening to enemy propaganda broadcasts which they forwarded to the
families of the prisoners, much to their relief and appreciation. This was so unique that our government was unaware and
had the FBI investigate the hams as to how they got this information which they didn’t have.
Ways and Means
reau.
Old Business
New Business

WA3FWA, Joe will run the 50/50 raffle after the meeting and collect any QSL cards for the outgoing bu-

N3EQP, John said to consider a new list of wanted books to add to the library for the next fiscal year.
The officers elected for 2009 are:
President

WB3HDI, Bob

Vice President

WA3TTS, Mike

Treasurer

KA3YNO, Walt

Recording Secretary

WA3FWA, Joe

Corresponding Secretary

KA3JKS, Sue

Good of the order
yagis.

W3WTW, Tim has a contact who can trim the tree that has grown up through the elements one of the

Motion to Adjourn

by N3EQP, John

50/50 raffle won by WA3TTS, Mike.
Minutes submitted by Recording Secretary WA3FWA, Joe.

Click on me to return to page 1
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Special Guest At The November Meeting
The gang listening in as
Lisa Spahr talks about
her book, ‘WWII Radio
Heroes’. Lisa was supposed to talk at the October meeting but had a
last minute conflict. I
believe that Bob,
KB3NUQ had a part in
getting her to talk at our
club. Thank you Bob,
KB3NUQ for your efforts!!

I believe the book is
available for around
15 bucks or so and
you can get it at
most of the radio
book store websites.
Looks like a very
good book on the
history of radio during WWII. If I wasn’t
working OT at work,
I would’ve liked to
hear her presentation.

Click on me to return to page 1
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THE ARRL WPA SECTION:
SECTION MANAGER:
John V. Rodgers, N3MSE
803 S Main St.
Butler, PA 16001-6326
724-287-0424
<n3mse@arrl.org>
ASSISTANT SECTION MANAGER
ASM DIGITAL COMUNICATIONS:
Anthony F Petruccelli, KE3ED
473 Park St.
Rochester, PA. 15074-1859
(724) 774-4173
<ke3ed@arrl.net>
CHIEF ASSISTANT SECTION MANAGER:
Bruce E Watson, AA3LX
4347 Highland Ave.
Butler, PA. 16001-2959
(724) 482-2756, (412) 482-2756
<aa3lx@aol.com>
ASM MEDIA LIASON:
Tony Zona, WB3KGT
2485 Dorn Rd.
Waterford, PA. 16441-4013
<wb3kgt@arrl.net>
AFFILIATED CLUB COORDINATOR:
Keith "Pete" Highlands, N3RLJ
212 N 1st St.
Jeannette, PA. 15644-1827
(724) 523-6232
<n3rlj@arrl.net>
OFFICIAL OBSERVER COORDINATOR:
R Ralph Ofchinick Jr, W3ZPI
9 Brooklane Dr.
Harrison City, PA. 15636-1515
(724) 744-7180
<w3zpi@arrl.net>
SECTION EMERGENCY COORDINATOR:
John S Szwarc, N3SPW
PO Box 207
Kylertown, PA 16847-0207
(814) 255-7600 444, (814) 345-6727
<n3spw@philipsburg-ara.org>
SECTION TRAFFIC MANAGER
Christin J Albert, N3YTD
150 Wahl Rd.
Harmony, PA. 16037-7704
(724) 452-0583
<cja@fyi.net>
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The ARRL WPA Section Page
On November 2 I attended the final hamfest of 2008 for the WPA section. The
Wacom hamfest was well attended and myself as well as Atlantic Division
director, Bill Edgar enjoyed talking with the many members in attendance.
One of the best aspects of attending hamfests is the opportunity to meet with
old friends and make many new ones. We as leaders want to hear the views
of the members we are elected to represent. I personally am grateful to those
that inform me of problems in a particular area or ask a question they would
like to get answers for or clarification.
In just a few short weeks we will be into the new year of 2009. I am preparing my calendar for next year so if your group would like me to attend a
meeting or other event send your request to me at <n3mse@arrl.org>. I will
do my best to fit one of your events into my calendar and attend. This upcoming year we will be focusing our attention on several areas that we feel need
improvement. One of these areas is in educational aspects of the hobby.
Director Edgar has provided tools at his own personal expense to host and
conduct webinars online. These webinars cover topics of interest to the amateur community. Please check <http://www.atldiv.org/training.htm> for information on past webinars and the schedule for future programs. The webinars are also made available at a nominal charge for use at club meetings.
Information is also present at the above web site with ordering information.
I am planning on having several open meetings for the upcoming year. In
the past we have hosted club presidents meetings as well as Emergency Coordinators meetings. We are looking for locations to host these types of meetings also. For those clubs that produce a club newsletter I would appreciate
being placed on your mailing address. I receive many via email and also a
few via the postal system. I enjoy hearing about the activities of the club.
On December 8 the Pennsylvania tower law will go into effect. This law
was passed through the efforts of many people in our section. An upcoming
webinar will be conducted to explain what the law covers and does not cover
to protect amateurs in the commonwealth from unreasonable restrictions on
installing ham antennas. I encourage all of you to participate when this webinar is announced.
I would like to invite individuals interested in volunteering for various field
organization positions to contact me with the areas that they have an interest
in participating. We have some counties that we need emergency coordinators
to manage. In some areas individuals have indicated they are no longer
available for coverage. If you are interested in the EC program we have one
requirement that must be met by all and that is the monthly reporting.
(continued on page 7)

Click on me to return to page 1

KiloWatt Harmonics, December 2008

Page 6

Rules; Ninth Annual WASH 2M Contest
This January will mark the Ninth Annual WASH 2 Meter Contest. We’ve already had a lot of interest in it, and this year
promises to be even more exciting!
Everyone who participated in it the last eight years had a blast, and we hope to continue the tradition again this year!
There may be some additional “tweaking” of the rules between now and January, so keep an eye on this column in the next
few newsletters, and we’ll look forward to seeing you on the 10th!
Date & Times: Saturday, January 10th, 2009 from 7 to 11 PM EST. (That’s January 11th 0000-0400 UTC to the purists!)
Objectives:
♦

To make as many contacts as possible

♦

To have fun!

Band, Mode & Frequencies: The contest will take place solely on 2 meter band.
FM : FM simplex only, no repeater contacts. The FM frequencies are all standard 2 Meter simplex frequencies, as per the
ARRL 2 Meter Band Plan, every 15 kHz, from 146.535 to 146.595 MHz , and 147.520 to 147.580 MHz. The National Simplex
Frequency, 146.520 is not to be used. Use of simplex frequencies in the “FM Experimental Simplex” band of 145.510 to
145.670 are not recommended. See list of recommended simplex channels at the end of the rules.
CW: 144.05 to 144.1 MHz Only. (See ARRL 2 Meter band plan)
SSB: 144.2 to 144.275 MHz Only. (See ARRL 2 Meter band plan)
Note: Listen for CW QSO’s around 144.1 MHZ 15 minutes after the hour
Listen for SSB QSO’s around 144.2 MHz 30 minutes after the hour
In the event of accidental QRM with nets and non-contest QSO’s in progress, please respect their right to the frequency and
QSY.
Power Limit: Maximum 50 watts output. No external amplifiers.
Exchange : Callsign, contact number, ZIP Code, and whether or not you are a Member of WASH or a Club Station.
For the purposes of the contest, the 5 Digit ZIP Code for your location is sufficient — do not use the “Zip +4“ code. Mobiles
and portables should use the ZIP code of their location as determined to the best of their ability. Canadian stations will use
their 6 digit postal code
Example 1: “N3ZCG from N3 ZEL, please copy Number 3, 15347, Member.”
Example 2: “K3VX from K3CM, please copy Number 21, 16801, Non-Member”
Example 3: “W3WH from W3OC, please copy Number 7, 15137, Club Station”
Contacts : Work as many different calls and locations as possible, giving Exchange as noted above. Work each station once
per mode, and once per ZIP Code — Mobiles can be reworked whenever they change locations. Remember hilltops work
best!
Disqualification: Remember, this is a friendly “for fun” contest. Stations may be disqualified for infractions of the rules and
for unacceptable operating practices. While not an inclusive list, stations may be disqualified for:
♦

FM signals transmitted on simplex channels 146.52 MHz and below.

(continued on page 12)
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Local News/Club Stuff
♦

Sign up now to help work the 2009 Pittsburgh Marathon! We need around 150 Amateur Radio operators to help make
this huge event a success. On-line registration makes it easy to volunteer. Even if you are new to Amateur Radio you
can always help. You will simply be paired up with a more experienced operator. We need people at mile posts, aid
stations, shadows, on buses, bicycles and more. Plan now on working the Pittsburgh Marathon on May 3rd, 2009.
You'll be glad you did. For more details and to sign up simply go to: <www.pittsburghmarathon.com>

♦

Lois Murray, the dear wife of, Bruce N3GHI passed away this Tuesday (18th).Lois had a difficult medical situation for
more than a year. A memorial reception will be held in January. In lieu of flowers a gift to the Mt. Lebanon Public Library would be a fitting tribute to Lois's love of reading and to the community she held dear.
She was a nice lady, I'm sorry to bring this news. de svj

ARRL WPA News (con’t) Steel City Swap ‘n Shop
This report is something of value to the league in showing
to various agencies like PEMA, FEMA and congress as well
as common good organizations of the hours we voluntarily
provide. This can help us to achieve grants for equipment
and training.

FOR SALE:

BOSS II An intelligent antenna controller not an antenna
tuner that measures the frequency of the transmitted carrier,
measures the SWR and then adjust the antenna coil position
to minimize the system SWR. Which adjusts your mobile
Sign up now to help work the 2009 Pittsburgh Marathon! screw driver antenna.
We need around 150 Amateur Radio operators to help make
this huge event a success. On-line registration makes it easy Original price was $150.00, sell for $85.00 call Kurt
to volunteer. Even if you are new to Amateur Radio you can KA3LNG @ 412-859-3969.
always help. You will simply be paired up with a more ex- MFJ soundcard interface MFJ-1275/1275M/1275T. Price
perienced operator. We need people at mile posts, aid sta- new $100.00, sell for $50.00.
tions, shadows, on buses, bicycles and more. Plan now on
working the Pittsburgh Marathon on May 3rd, 2009. You'll Features: Serial port allows the computer to control PTT and
be glad you did. For more details and to sign up simply go Mic. Mic/Radio plug in jumpers: internal jumpers program
to: <www.pittsburghmarathon.com>. Contact: Jeff Hutzel- mic. For any brand of radio with appropriate 8 pin connecman N3NHS <jhutz@cmu.edu> 412-401-8348. Thanks in tor. PTT message interrupt/stop, radio/speaker-computer
advance for your support!
switching, CD software included.
Please remember that the WPA Phone and traffic net as well Supports: PSK, SSTV, FAX, CW, RTTY, radio control for over
as the cw net are starting one hour earlier. The phone net is 80 different radios.DSP audio filters, and RS:232 level conat 5 pm on 3983hz and the cw net now starts at 6. Please verter. Call Kurt 412-859-3969
take part in these or a local traffic net.
73, John Rodgers, N3MSE

Click on me to return to page 1
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FCC/ARRL/National News
♦

CQ Magazine Calls on FCC to Resume Amateur Enforcement

(Hicksville, NY November 18, 2008) -- CQ magazine is calling on FCC Enforcement Bureau Chief Kris Monteith to move
swiftly to name a successor to Riley Hollingsworth, K4ZDH,
as Special Counsel for Amateur Radio, and to bring FCC enforcement back to the ham bands.
Writing in his "Zero Bias" editorial in the December 2008
issue, CQ Editor Rich Moseson, W2VU, noted that the Commission not only has failed to name a successor to
Hollingsworth, but that not a single amateur enforcement
action has been taken since his retirement this past July. At
that time, the editorial noted, the amateur radio community
was assured that the Commission's dedication to enhanced
enforcement in the Amateur Service remains strong. However, the FCC's total inaction since July suggests otherwise.
"This is deeply disturbing and of grave concern," wrote
Moseson, adding, "It would be a tragedy, and a travesty, if
the FCC were to go back on its promise to be there for us
and allowed amateur enforcement to once again drop off
the radar."
The need for continuing amateur enforcement was reinforced after the issue was went to press when CQ was informed of an outburst of racist diatribes on 20 meters, including the transmission of recordings of a Hitler rally and
Nazi marching songs. "This type of behavior was all too
common before 'Sheriff' Riley came to town a decade ago,"
noted Moseson, "and it quickly disappeared once it became
obvious that someone in authority was paying attention. But
now, only a matter of months since Riley handed in his
badge, it has become obvious to these hams that they are
once again free to do whatever they please without fear of
any consequences."
"The FCC must get back into the amateur enforcement business, and it must do so quickly," says Moseson, "before the
situation once again gets out of control. Enforcement Bureau
Chief Monteith must act promptly to name a successor to
Riley Hollingsworth and assure amateurs that they have not
once again been abandoned by the Commission."

♦

CQ COMMUNICATIONS
MAGAZINE

ACQUIRES

WORLDRADIO

(Hicksville, NY and Sacramento, CA, November 12, 2008) -CQ Communications, Inc. has acquired WorldRadio magazine, CQ Publisher Dick Ross, K2MGA and WorldRadio Publisher Armond Noble, N6WR, announced jointly today. CQ,
based in Hicksville, New York, currently publishes CQ Amateur Radio, CQ VHF and Popular Communications magazines.
WorldRadio, based in Sacramento, California, has been published monthly since July, 1971, with a primary focus on the
human side of ham radio. CQ, a general-interest ham radio
magazine best known for its support of DXing and contesting, has been in print since January, 1945.
Armond Noble, N6WR, Publisher of WorldRadio, said that at
the age of 74 the time had come for him to retire. "I wanted
to be sure that WorldRadio found a good home, and that our
readers would continue to be served by an independent
voice in amateur radio," Noble said.
CQ Publisher Dick Ross, K2MGA, said, "WorldRadio has
filled an important niche in our hobby for nearly four decades. We welcome WorldRadio's readers to the CQ family,
and we look forward to meeting their needs for many years
to come."
UPDATE: WorldRadio to Cease Print Publication: In a joint
statement, WorldRadio Publisher Armond Noble, N6WR, and
CQ Publisher Dick Ross, K2MGA, announced that WorldRadio magazine will no longer be published as
a print magazine. According to the announcement, CQ Communications Inc has acquired WorldRadio and plans to continue it as an online publication on CQ's Web site. WorldRadio subscribers will have their subscriptions transferred to
CQ magazine. Readers will be notified of details as plans
are finalized.
(more FCC/ARRL news on page 20)
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A Letter From Your President (con’t)
We should thank our club treasurer for donating his organization skills for keeping the books and looking after our financial
resources in a responsible manner. Our recording and corresponding secretaries also perform important roles in the club for
which they ask nothing in return. We must also thank our Volunteer Examiners for their time and dedication as well.
We should also be thankful for continued presence of our elder club members, whose demeanor and wisdom are role
models for a younger generation to follow.
All of you have helped immensely to make our club what it is today. I was merely the "cab driver" for a short tenure, and
it was a pleasure to serve in the capacity of President while having all of you along to share the journey.
Remember that it is the members themselves that make this organization what it is and what it represents to others. The
real wealth at SCARC is in the quality of our members, not what we have in material and financial assets.
Sincerely, Michael K. Sapp, WA3TTS, President SCARC 2006-2008, Vice President Elect 2009

Credits/Thanks/Christmas
Wishes From Ye Olde Editor
Many thanks to those who contributed to this month’s newsletter: WA3TTS, KA3LNG, W3JQJ, WA3FWA, ARRL, WB3HDI,
N3MSE & W3WN.
Thank you all for your fine efforts. It makes my job much
easier and makes the newsletter more enjoyable to read.
I’d like to thank everybody who sent in pictures, articles and
other stuff for me to use in the newsletter over the past year.
Your efforts were (and are) truly appreciated by me, as it
makes my job of filling pages with interesting material
much easier. If you haven’t written anything or sent in
pictures yet, I hope you’ll consider doing so in 2009. It’s not
as hard as you think, and I’ll be glad to help you
in your efforts. I’m always on the lookout for interesting
stuff to stick in the newsletter. Shack-Of-The-Month pics and
articles are wanted also. Anything you send is appreciated.
Another thing that still continues to amaze me is the amount
of kind comments I receive about the quality of the
newsletter. They always bring a smile to my ugly face!
Thanks!
Lastly, I would also like to take this opportunity to wish
everybody in our little group a ‘Merry Christmas and a
happy New Year’ from Ye Olde Editor to you and your
family. I hope you had a great 2008 and I hope 2009 will
be even better for all of us. 73 es CU on the hill de NB3C!
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DX News/Views (con’t) Website Of The Month
♦

Desecheo Island KP5 Press Release # 2 , 23 November A (semi) monthly feature where I try to feature websites that
I hope you, our readers will find useful & informative. YE
2008
OLDE EDITORS DISCLAIMER: I have no interest, either pecuThe U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service has notified the team that niary or monetary in the websites listed herein. I just wanna
February 12-26, 2009, will be the dates allocated for the ra- make the newsletter as interesting to read as I can!! 73 de
dio operation. These dates are coordinated with other USFWS NB3C!!
research activities scheduled on other parts of Desecheo Island as well as scheduling USFWS security personnel for the Here's a cool website for all you BoatAnchor nuts out there,
like me!
camp.
Fifteen operators will be allowed on the island at any given The BAMA Boatanchor Manual Archives:
time. A total of 6-8 stations will be operational, including
<http://bama.edebris.com/manuals/>
160-6 meters.
If you have been searching for operating or service manuals
for your old tube-type radio gear, look no further. This is a
great website chock full of THOUSANDS of old manuals for
just about any manufacturer you can think of, including
Heath, Hallicrafters, Hammarlund, National, Collins, etc etc
ad infinitum. Everything is listed by manufacturer, so if you
The 15-man team will assemble in Puerto Rico on February know who made it, you'll probably find the service or op8, 2009, for mandatory UXO training. The next three days erator manual here.
will include team operations training, and last minute prepaWhile the site is really designed for tube-type gear, you
ration and staging of the several tons of equipment for transmight luck out and find a manual for some newer-vintage
port. On February 12th, landing will commence and two stastuff, so it is definitely worth a look for solid-state stuff too. I
tions will be immediately activated. Likewise, stations will
found manuals for MFJ, Palomar, and even Hy-Gain and
continue to operate until the final moments before departure
Hustler.
on February 26th.

A reconnaissance trip to Desecheo is scheduled for Friday,
December 19. Three team members, USFWS personnel and an
UXO (unexploded ordnance) expert will sweep and clear the
assigned area of UXO and other hazards. There will be no
radio operations.

Not only are manuals available for your old rig, but there is
Halfway through the operation, on February 19th, approxia significant amount of test equipment manuals available
mately half of the operating team will be replaced with fresh
here too. I did just a quick scan of the index and found
operators for the final week.
manuals available for HP, Fluke, Triplett and Simpson, so
The team has been diligently planning antennas and propa- chances are you'll have success finding a manual here for
gation paths to take advantage of every possible band open- your test equipment too. You can also Google your search
ing to Asia, where Desecheo is #2 on the Most Wanted List for equipment on the site itself or on the Internet; a search
link is provided for this on the home page.
and to Europe, where it is #3 on the Most Wanted List.
Contributions are being solicited. To assist us and for the lat- Some of the manuals are available as Adobe Acrobat .PDF
est news, please go to the team’s website: <http:// documents; however, some are also scanned as a 'DJVu'
document. 'DJVu' is a program similar to Acrobat, where
www.kp5.us>
you can view scanned images as a file, but they are not
73,
compatible. Don't fret though; the DJVu reader is a FREE
download.
Glenn Johnson, WØGJ, Bob Allphin, K4UEE
Desecheo 2009 co-leaders
(continued on page 17)
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The Beginner’s Help Desk
A feature where I try to describe items/ideas of interest pertaining to Amateur Radio. Designed for the new members/ops in
the club, I also hope that the vets of the club will find something useful and informative here too. YE OLDE EDITORS DISCLAIMER: I have no interest, pecuniary or monetary in the items/software described herein. All I wanna do is to make for
some interesting, informative reading. CUL/73 de NB3C!!
Our topic this time around: 'Go digital!' Or: 'There's more to life than just SSB.'
True to my word, although it took more than a year, I am happy to be able to continue the series on getting on the air digitally! Sorry for the delay!
In the last article on this topic, I discussed getting on the digital modes using the fine program, 'MultiPSK'. This time around
I'd like to show you the program 'MixW'. This is another program available for download on the internet as 'Shareware'. If
you like it, please consider paying for it, as this will support the author's efforts to maintain and upgrade/enhance the features available in it. I think you will like it though; it's loaded with lots of features.
To download the program follow this link: <http://www.mixw.net/>.
Once again, after downloading the program and installing it, you'll need to interface your rig with your computer. With this
article, we will only deal with setting up the program and sending audio to it from your rig. In the future (hopefully not another year, though), we will discuss some of the sound card interfaces available, such as the RigBlaster and the Tigertronics
USB interfaces. With these, you can easily set your program up to transmit the digital modes in addition to receive.
So, first thing you'll need to do is locate the 'Audio Out' jack on the back of your rig. Depending on your radio, this could be
a separate jack from your speaker output. However, if you only have a speaker output on your rig, this'll work just fine. You
might have to get a splitter to send audio to your computer and an outboard speaker though. Radio Shack has these available for a few bucks. If your rig does have a 'line out' or 'audio out' jack, seperate from the speaker jack, use that one instead.
OK, so I will now assume that you have downloaded the program, installed it, and your rig audio is now connected to the
computer. Installing the program is easy and straightforward, no hassles here, just follow the on-screen instructons. Go
ahead and start the program. You'll notice, that it is not as 'busy' a screen that you had with the 'MultiPSK' program. Down
at the bottom of the screen, you'll see (hopefully) a blue and green waterfall. If you see only a black box, the program is not
'hearing' your rig audio. You can correct this by going to the menu bar and selecting on the 'Hardware' option, then selecting the appropriate sound card.
A note about setting up your menu and sound options: The first thing to want to do is to change the menu bar layout. The
default is not as friendly as it could be to a new user, so I set mine up to the alternate setting. To do this, click on 'View',
then click on 'Menu', then select 'Layout 2'. I like this setting because it allows easier access to the different menu options; I
find it easier to navigate thru the different settings.
To set up your sound card settings you'll need to click on the 'Hardware' tab and then select 'Sound Device'Settings'. If you
have only one sound card, you simply set the input and output sound card to the same one. If you have 2 sound cards in
your machine, like Ye Olde Editor does, then you'll need to set up the input and output sound cards. This is a relatively simple and straightforward operation; simply select the input sound card to the same one that you have set in Windows to be
the recording soundcard. The output sound card will be the one you have set to play back sound in Windows. If you are not
sure which is which, simply go to the 'Control Panel' in Windows, select 'Sounds', then 'Audio'. (con’t on page 13)
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Rules, Ninth Annual WASH 2M Contest (con’t)
♦

Intentional interference to non-contesters, established nets, and QSO’s

♦

Intentional interference to other contest operators

The contest committee reserves the right to verify QSO‘s. QSO’s that can not be verified may be removed from the log without penalty, especially if the committee is unable to obtain log information for verification.
Scoring: Each Contact, non-WASH Member: 1 point
WASH Member: 2 points
(*) Club Stations: 3 Points
Multipliers: Number of different ZIP Codes
Power: Stations running 10 watts or less: 2
Stations running over 10 watts: 1
Final Score: Total Points x Locations x Power
(*) “Club Stations ” for the purposes of the contest are those calls assigned by the FCC or Industry Canada or equivalent to
bona-fide Amateur Radio Clubs. For example, they include N3SH, WA3SH, NP2SH, WA3COM, W3KWH, N3GC, W3PIE,
K3CR, W3YA, K3HKK, W3YI, W3VC, W3PGH, W3EXW, K3MJW, NY3EC, W8XK, W1AW, etc. The call MUST be assigned as a
Club Call to be eligible. [In other words, you can’t just claim to be a “club” and pick a call, or use the call of a club member;
the call must be assigned as a club call]
After the Contest: Fill out all the log information. In the upper left corner check whether “base” or “mobile.” In the upper
right corner be sure to enter your callsign and club affiliation (or “none“ if not a member of any club). Please number all log
sheets consecutively. Log sheets can be downloaded from the WASH web site, www.n3sh.org, no later than January 1st.
Submit Log Sheets:: Check your log sheets carefully for dupes. Verify that all information is entered.
Send the logs to: WASH 2 Meter Simplex Contest
c/o Ed Oelschlager, N3ZNI
60 Carl Avenue B2
Eighty Four, PA 15330-2829
Enclose a SASE #10 for return of results.
Entry Deadline: February 7th, 2009
Each log submitted with SASE on or before the deadline will receive a raffle ticket to WASHFest 2009 on February 21st.
Recommended FM Simplex Frequencies:
After the first year of the contest, we found that the limited number of frequencies suggested in the rules were insufficient for
the activity level. In subsequent years, we permitted use of any recognized simplex frequency, as per the ARRL recommended guidelines published in the annual ARRL Repeater Directory and other sources, above 146.520 MHz.
You will note that many of these frequencies are listed as potential dual use, with a “local option” for them to be used for
repeater inputs and outputs.
We have been notified that the Western Pennsylvania Repeater Council (WPRC) has issued their own “local” band plan for
the 2 meter band, and has elected to withdraw most or all of these dual-use or optional-use frequencies in favor of their being assigned to FM repeaters, primarily those on 1 MHz splits. Although we have not heard of interference problems with
any repeater (with ONE exception – the contest participant was notified of interference and immediately moved), good amateur practice requires us to take note of the situation and the potential for interference problems in some parts of Western
Pennsylvania where these repeaters exist. (continued on page 17)
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The Beginner’s Help Desk (con’t)
Here is where you will see which sound card is set to record and which is set to play back. Again, if you have only one
sound card in your machine, simply set the input/output sound card settings to the same one.
For starters, go ahead and click on the 'mode' selection on your menu bar, and then select 'BPSK31'. This'll put the program
into the PSK31 mode. Now, dial around 14070 or 7070KHz and try tuning in a signal. A PSK31 signal will show up on
your waterfall display as a continuous vertical red stripe. Simply click your mouse on the red stripe and the program should
start to decode, and display the text on your screen. You should see two white boxes on your screen: one is for received
text, and the other is for transmitted text. See that separate box with the black radar-scope-lookin' thing? This will help you
to tune in the PSK signal. When tuned in just right (and it takes practice), you should have a single green line. Don't worry if
it is a single yellow line, or perhaps 2 lines or so; the program should still decode the signal AOK. Same goes for the other
modes, simply click on the red line to decode in each of the different modes. As with the 'MultiPSK' program, you'll need to
select the proper mode to decode; i.e., don't try decoding CW in the BPSK mode; it will not work. Also, note that the frequency you transmit on will have the same tone as your received signal tone.
If your radio is capable of computer control, chances are MixW will be able to accommodate it. To use the CAT capability,
simply click on 'Hardware' on the menu bar, then select 'CAT Settings. Here, you will be able to select the COM port for control, as well as the rig model and type. About the only thing you will need to do here is know what COM port you are using,
and the baud rate that the rig uses for communication between itself and the computer. Your owner's manual will have all
the details for setting up computer control, so be sure and have that handy when setting up the program initially. Of course,
it is not necessary to computer-control your rig for the program to work; it'll work just fine without it. If you do decide to CAT
-control your rig, you'll find that you can change frequency and mode with just a few clicks of your mouse.
Many digital modes are supported, including: PSK31, CW, RTTY, Throb, Feld-Hell, HF/VHF Packet and Olivia. The Olivia add
-in is a seperate download, and is simple to install. You simply just move or copy the downloaded file into your MixW directory. The SSTV modes are also supported, including Martin 1/2, Scottie 1/2, Robot 36/72, and Black & White. Once again, as
with the 'MultiPSK', since we are set up now only to receive, feel free to expreiment with transmitting. Simply click on the
'TX' button. You won't be transmitting over the air, but you'll be able to hear what your signals sound like, and in this way
you'll be able to identify what each mode sounds like. Go ahead and do some typing too, so you'll hear how the signal varies in frequency. Click on the 'RX' button to switch back to receive.
Try tuning in these frequencies to listen to: PSK31: 14070KHz +/-, 7070KHz +/-, SSTV: 14230-14236KHz, 3845KHz, RTTY:
14080KHz +/-, 7080KHz +/-, CW is usually the lower portion of each Amateur band. On CW of course, use the CW setting
on your rig. Use LSB to listen in to the other modes, except for SSTV on 20M. Here the standard is to use USB, since you'll
also be using voice to chat with the other person. Use LSB on 80M SSTV for the same reason. You'll also hear other signals
such as Feld-Hell and Olivia around 14070 and 7070KHz. Try tuning them in and decoding them; it'll help you to master the
different modes.
Another nice feature of this program is that it includes a handy logging function to keep track of all your digital Q's. If your
rig is capable of computer control, you can also control it using the program. The waterfall will display the frequency/band,
and will show you where the signals are located in the band.
This is quite a nice program; it is easy to install and requires only a minimal learning curve to master. The only thing I can
see improving is the CW lag time between X-mit and receive. It is a little slow; slow enough where you can't use it for CW
contesting. But for everyday rag-chewing, it'll work just fine. (continued on next page)
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The Beginner’s Help Desk (con’t)
You can use either a paddle or the keyboard for sending CW with this program too. The website is quite informative, and
has lots of links to help get you going. If you run into problems, check out the website; you might find the answer to your
problem there.
I've used the program with Win98 and XP, with a lot of success. You can also use it with Vista, but I don't recommend it.
Why? Because Microsoft, in their infinite wisdom decided to change the sound drivers setup in Vista, and you may run into
problems setting up the audio. It is possible to do, but you will need to locate a Win XP machine, and copy all of the files
that are called 'SNDVOL' to a floppy or memory stick and put them into the same Vista directory that they existed in, in the
XP machine. For start-up purposes, and to get familiar with the program, I suggest using on a Win98 or WinXP machine.
I use the RigBlaster 'NoMic' interface on one rig, and a Tigertronics USB interface on another, and they were both very easily
set-up; as a matter of fact, I was on the air within minutes. I'll talk more about these in a future article, and how to interface
them with the 'MultiPSK' and 'MixW' programs. But for now, go ahead and get the hang of receiving with the program.
As I mentioned earlier, this program is available as shareware. It is fully functional for 30 days. After that, the program will
still function, but when you change modes, you'll get a message inviting you to register the program, which lasts for about
30 seconds or so. It's 50 bucks to register, but if you like it, I highly recommend doing so, as it will help to support future
revisions and improvements to the program.
So there you have it; another fine program available on the Internet for download. Give it a try; it's a great program, easy to
use and A LOT OF FUN! What with all the programs and interfaces available, you have no excuse for limiting yourself to the
SSB modes. It's EASY to go digital, and it'll require less than an evening of your time to do it!
If you have problems setting it up, E-Mail me. I'll be glad to help: KQ3DX@hotmail.com. I can also help with on-air setup.
As with all of the sound-card programs, the best way to set them up is to have a buddy monitor your audio. That way you'll
know you're putting out as clean a signal as possible.
Check out the screen shots of the program on the next 2 pages.
As always, thanks for reading!! 73 es CUL de NB3C.
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The Beginner’s Help Desk (con’t)

The MixW program as seen running on Ye Olde Editor’s shack computer. In this particular case I am running it on Windows Vista Ultimate 64-bit version. In this particular instance I am running with my external DSP filter in the CW mode,
with about a 150hz bandwidth, as denoted by the green stripe. See that red line just starting to trace at the top of the
top waterfall? That is a CW signal that I am going to decode. By clicking my mouse on the red stripe, the program will
automatically start to decode the signal. Over on the right side of the screen , you’ll see the radar-scope lookin’ tuner
thingie. This will help you to tune in PSK31 signals. The goal here when tuning in PSK31 is to get a single line in the
indicator. Below it is the CAT tuning box for computer controlling the radio frequency and mode. Right now I am set to
14069.00 CW. That bottom window is for adjusting your CW sending speed.
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The Beginner’s Help Desk (con’t)

I enclosed this picture to show you the menu bar layout. By going to ‘View’ on the menu bar, you will have the option
of setting up your layout of the menu bar to either ‘Layout 1’ or ‘Layout 2’. In this particular instance, I have it set up
for ‘Layout 2’. I think that this one is a little more user friendly. The expanded menu shown above is where you do all
of your hardware setup, such as sound card settings, CAT control for the rig, etc. As I mentioned in the text, it is a very
easy program to use and master. A complete help file is enclosed as part of the program too. Once again, you see a
CW signal being decoded; as a matter of fact you can see some text in the text box that actually makes sense.
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Rules; Ninth Annual WASH 2M Contest (con’t)
The following list of recommended frequencies are recognized as standard simplex channels and should not suffer from cochannel problems with any existing repeaters:
146.535 MHz 147.525 MHz
146.550 MHz 147.540 MHz
146.565 MHz 147.555 MHz
146.580 MHz 147.570 MHz
146.595 MHz
The National Simplex Frequency, 146.520, may not be used. To avoid interference to other contestants and other users of
the bands, please do not operate on 5 or 10 kHz “offsets” from these recognized FM channels.
To be clear, we have no objection to contest participants operating on additional recognized FM “optional” simplex frequencies above 146.520 MHz. Participants who do so run the risk of potential interference with repeaters sharing these frequencies, and therefore do so at their own risk. Again, as per the rules of the contest, if you operate on these frequencies and are
notified of actual interference, please exercise good amateur practice and QSY.
We also recognize that the WPRC may continue to be less than happy with this stance. We point out to them that the amateur
spectrum is a shared resource. And frankly, if push came to shove, the legality of their “withdrawing” of the frequencies
from use by the general amateur population of WPA might be an interesting question before the FCC. (To say nothing of the
fact that this change in band plan is probably something most WPA amateurs are unaware of, but that’s another story).
Bottom line: Enjoy the contest, but do so responsibly.

Monthly Website (con’t)
To download the DJVu reader, follow this link:
<http://djvu.org/resources/>
Then, click on the link 'DJVu Solo 3.1 (exe, 2.1MB)' to
download.
I forgot to mention: All of the manual downloads on the
BAMA site are FREE too. They also welcome submissions;
so if you have a manual for equipment not listed there, you
can upload it and share it with the rest of the world.
So, if you have a need for a clear, clean copy of an old
manual, whether it's for a boatanchor radio or for test
equipment, check it out. Chances are whatever you are looking for is here.
That's it for this month. Hope you find this site useful. As
always, thanks for reading! 73 es CUL de NB3C!
Ye Olde Editor’s Note: Many thanks to Matt, W3JQJ
for turning me on to this website!
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The Beginner’s Help Desk II
A Simple VHF/UHF Milliwatt Power Sensor
A friend of mine needed a way to measure low power levels for a UHF project so
I dug a simple diode detector circuit out of "The UHF Compendium" by K. Weiner, DJ9HO and built one up.
The sensor uses an SMA male connector mounted on a short strip of 3/4 inch wide .015 thick brass stock from K&S Metals
(see photo). Two 1/8W carbon resistors (68 and 270 ohms) in parallel serve as the primary RF load. If you recall your parallel resistor combinations, that is (68*270)/(68+270) or 54.32 ohms. This 54 ohm combination is then paralleled with a
two-resistor series divider, each of which is 330 ohms (660 ohms total). So the net parallel resistor combination is
(54*660)/(54+660) or 49.92 ohms (see schematic sketch). The actual measured DC resistance for the assembled RF power
sensor was 49.6 ohms, very close to a standard 50 ohm RF load.
A Schotty UHF diode is connected to the center tap of the resistive divider and then outputs DC through a 1000pf
feedthrough capacitor. A short piece of RG-174 shields the low current output from the diode detector to a DVM with a
200ua low range scale. A clamp-on ferrite choke was located near the power sensor to minimize stray RF pickup and
detection by the Schotty diode. (Ideally a ferrite choke should be at both ends of the cable but I only had one on-hand that
would fit RG-174 cable in my junk box.
The primary advantage to this two-stage resistive load network is how it isolates the diode from the first stage of the RF
load. The return loss at the input to the power sensor was measured as 34 db (1.04:1 vswr) from 50 MHz to 222 MHz. At
432MHz the return loss is 28 dB (1.08:1 vswr) and dropping to 19db of return loss (1.25:1 vswr) at 900MHz. At 1296MHz
the return loss is 17db (1.33:1 vswr) which is still respectable for obtaining reasonably accurate relative power measurements. This same technique could be used a higher microwave frequencies by going to surface mount components on a
50ohm stripline PC board arrangement. With short resistor leads and radial carbon resistors this milliwatt power sensor
works better than one might otherwise expect well into the UHF range.
This is a very affordable way to measure milliwatt RF power levels for amateur radio projects. There is probably less than
$10 in parts for every component, and a well-stocked ham radio junk box may have most if not all the parts available.
You can easily calibrate this milliwatt RF power sensor against the club's HP141T spectrum analyzer and Wavetek sweep
generator, and be within 1db or so of a more expensive ($350 to $700) microwave power meter. A chart of the diode current versus power output (dBm) and frequency (MHz) for this particular sensor is provided on the accompanying page.
Best Regards, Mike, WA3TTS

(continued on next page)
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The Beginner’s Help Desk II (continued)
BAND

R.L. (dB)

************* INPUT POWER IN dBm *************

MHz
0

2

4

6

8

10

==================================================
50

34

.3

.9

3.9

14

40

68.5

100

34

.4

1.2

5.2

18

44

77

146

34

.4

.9

4.0

18

40

71

222

34

.2

.6

2.6

10.4

30

62

432

28

.15

.4

1.3

6.5

21.5

46

540

26

.1

.3

.8

4.4

1.6

40

750

22

.1

.15

.4

1.8

6.5

21

900

19

.1

.2

.7

3.0

10

29

1124

18

.1

.4

1.6

6.4

24

1152

18

.1

.4

1.6

6.4

22

1296

17

.1

.2

.9

3.6

12

Diode current in microamperes (ua):
0 dBm = 1mw
2 dBm = 1.58mw
4 dbm = 2.51mw
6 dBm = 4mw
8 dBm = 6.31mw
10 dBm = 10mw
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FCC/ARRL/National News (continued)
♦

ARISS TO CELEBRATE 25 YEARS OF AMATEUR RADIO
IN SPACE WITH SPECIAL EVENTS

According to Patrick Stoddard, WD9EWK, "U" refers to the 70
cm band used for the uplink to the cross-band repeater, specifically the 437.800 MHz FM frequency (+/- for Doppler),
Twenty-five years ago this week, Owen Garriott, W5LFL, while "V" refers to the 2 meter VHF band used for the
made history by being the first Amateur Radio operator to downlink, specifically the 145.800 MHz FM frequency.
talk to hams from space. His historic flight on STS-9 on
board the space shuttle Columbia was launched on Novem- Starting December 7, ARISS will then run a test of 9600 baud
ber 28 and landed on December 8, 1983. Garriott's ham ra- packet operations on 145.825 MHz."Given that PCsat should
dio adventure on that mission ushered in a host of what be in full sun starting December 9," Bauer explained, "we
Amateur Radio on the International Space Station (ARISS) will switch to 1200 baud packet on 145.825 on December 14
Chairman Frank Bauer, KA3HDO, called "outstanding out- -19 to support double hop opportunities.
reach activities that continue today with the ARISS proAt times, especially during the weekends, you might see
gram."
some SSTV operations if the crew is available."
Bauer said that many hams still remember that first set of
Bauer reminded hams that due to ISS flight requirements recontacts and downlinks with Garriott: "Those first contacts
lated to spacewalks and vehicle activity, the radio onboard
allowed each of us to share the excitement of space explothe ISS may be off for some portion of this schedule. School
ration through Owen's first-hand eyewitness accounts.
contacts and general QSO opportunities by the crew will also
Owen's ham radio legacy enabled space travelers that have
preempt this schedule for short periods of time. "But rememflown on the space shuttle, the space station Mir and now
ber that if you hear these," Bauer said, "you still qualify for a
the International Space Station (ISS) to share their journey of
commemorative certificate!"
exploration."
Just last month, Garriott's son Richard, W5KWQ, became the
first second generation Amateur Radio operator to travel in
space and speak with hams <http://www.arrl.org/news/
stories/2008/10/17/10392/>. "What other hobby, except
Amateur Radio," Bauer wondered, "could or would open
the communications lines of space travelers beyond that of
the space agencies or international heads of state?"

♦

IARU REGION 1 MEETS IN CROATIA

Earlier this month, IARY Region 1 held its triennial conference
in Cavtat, Croatia. Forty IARU Member Societies were present, with another 12 Member Societies represented via
proxy. IARU Vice President Tim Ellam, VE6SH, and IARU Secretary David Sumner, K1ZZ, also attended the conference
<http://www.arrl.org/news/files/
To celebrate 25 years of Amateur Radio operations from CT08_Cavtat_Final_plenary_minutes.pdf>.
space, ARISS has planned a set of special event opportuni- Sunday, November 16, marked the opening of the five day
ties for December and part of January. According to Bauer, a conference that was hosted by. Hrvatski Radioamaterski
special certificate will be available for those who communi- Savez (HRS), Croatia's IARU Member Society <http://
cate with the ISS, either two-way direct (with the ISS crew, www.hamradio.hr/>. HRS President Kreso Kovarik, 9A5K,
the digipeater or cross-band repeater) or one-way reception welcomed local and national officials and conferees. Kovarik
of SSTV or voice downlink. "Several 'surprises' are planned said he was pleased that that the IARU chose to have the
over the month-long celebration," he said, and will be an- 2008 conference in Croatia, and expressed his view that this
nounced soon.
would be of great value to Croatia and to the HRS.
Bauer said that in addition to school contacts and APRS digioperations, ARISS will configure the radio system for crossband repeater operations to utilize the standard U/V operations in low power mode during the first week of December.

Ellam spoke next, relaying greetings from IARU President
Larry Price, W4RA, who was unable to attend. Ellam took this
opportunity to briefly review the work done by IARU over
(continued on next page)
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FCC/ARRL/National News (continued)
recent years and said he "looked forward to WRC 11." He
thanked Region 1 and the HRS for their excellent organizational arrangements for the conference. Region 1 President
Ole Garpestad, LA2RR, echoed Ellam's good wishes and
noted that there were 50 delegations present for this conference, either in person or by proxy.
The conference was formally opened by Kreso Antonovic,
Director of Electronic Communications and Postal Service
Directorate, Ministry of Sea, Transport and Infrastructure,
Croatia. A postage stamp commemorating the conference
was unveiled at a recption for heads of delegations and invited guests that followed.
One of the highlights of the conference was the election of
new officers. With 41 out of 49 votes cast, Hans Blondeel
Timmerman, PB2T, of the Netherlands, was elected President. Mustapha Diop, 6W1KI, of Senegal, was unanimously
elected Vice President. Dennis Green, ZS4BS, of South Africa, was elected Secretary and Andreas Thiemann, HB9JOE,
of Switzerland, was elected Treasurer. Rounding out the Region 1 Executive Committee are Hani Raad, OD5TE, of Lebanon; Betty Magnon, F6IOC, of France; Nikola Percin, 9A5W,
of Croatia; Panayot Danev, LZ1US, of Bulgaria, and Colin
Thomas, G3PSM, of Great Britain.
In preparation for the expansion of 40 meters in Region 1 on
March 29, 2009, the HF Committee debated a band plan to
incorporate the change from 7.000-7.100 to 7.000-7.200
MHz. The conference adopeted the following plan:
* 7.000-7.025 MHz, CW, contest preferred (200 Hz maximum bandwidth)
* 7.025-7.040 MHz, CQ, QRP Center of Activity to be 7.030
MHz (200 Hz maximum bandwidth)

automatically controlled data stations) (2700 Hz maximum
bandwidth)
* 7.053-7.060 MHz, All modes (digimodes) (2700 Hz maximum bandwidth)
* 7.060-7.100 MHz, All modes, digital voice 7070, SSB QRP
Center of Activity to be 7.090 MHz, SSB contest preferred
(2700 Hz maximum bandwidth)
* 7.100-7.130 MHz, All modes, Region 1 Center of Activity
to be 7.110 MHz (2700 Hz maximum bandwidth)
* 7.130-7.200 MHz, All modes, SSB contest preferred, Image
Center of Activity to be 7.165 MHz (2700 Hz maximum
bandwidth)
* 7.175-7.200 MHz, All modes, priority for intercontinental
operation (2700 Hz maximum bandwidth)
The conference had an eye to both new and young radio
amateurs. Delegates agreed unanimously to recommend to
Member Societies the importance of the annual Jamboree on
the Air and encouraged the organizations to assist Scouts
with the event. By doing so, the delegates said, this will promote Amateur Radio to Scouts to where they will get their
Amateur Radio license and become active on the air.
The delegates also recommended that an additional category be introduced to Amateur Radio contests "wherever
possible." Details for the "Youngsters and Newcomers"
category will be left to individual contest organizers to develop. Delegates also encouraged contest organizers to replace signal strength reports required in contests with "some
other less predictable exchange, so as to enhance the skill
requirements of contest operators."

* 7.040-7.047 MHz, Narrow band modes (digimodes) (500
Hz maximum bandwidth)

Delegates had three choices for the next conference: South
Africa, Spain or England. Sun City, South Africa was chosen
as the venue for the 2011 meeting.

* 7.047-7.050 MHz, Narrow band modes (digimodes, unattended automatically controlled data stations) (500 Hz
maximum bandwidth)

(From various issues of the ARRL Bulletin. Thanks goes to
the ARRL for their permission to reprint here.)

* 7.050-7.053 MHz, All modes (digimodes, unattended
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The E-Bay Report
A frequent feature where I attempt to highlight some interesting auctions I’ve seen on E-Bay. YE OLDE EDITOR’s DISCLAIMER: I have no interest, pecuniary or monetary in the
auctions listed here. I juat wanna make for some interesting
reading. 73/CUL de NB3C!
This month: Miscellaneous Stuff Offered On E-Bay.
Here’s an oldie but a goodie: A Yaesu FRG-7 Receiver sold
by Sears! Yep, you read it right. I guess this was back in the
days when Sears sold just about everything you could think
of. Instead of the case being painted the familiar Yaesu light
blue-grey it is a satin black with grey trim. Very attractive. In
all other respects the two receivers are identical. This unit has
the additional fine tuning knob only found on later models. It
also has the optional battery holder tray which is in like new
appearance with no corrosion. All original with stunningly
nice cosmetics and fully functional. Covers the full communication bands from 550 khz to 29.990 mhz AM, LSB, USB, and
CW. Employs the famous “Wadley Loop” technology for excellent frequency stability. This one also includes the owner's
and service manual. Looks like a nice collectable piece of
Yaesu gear. 11 bids were received for a selling price of:
$270.00

The Yaesu/Sears FRG-7 as seen on E-Bay. A nice, clean little
receiver that sold for a bargain price.

Included with the original box and manuals, is the optional
Remote Mounting Kit with faceplate mount and full cables,
the mobile bracket and a BRAND NEW BetterRF Tune accessory used to provide a low power tune function for a screwdriver antenna or tuner. This is important if you going to use
this radio mobile. The FT-100D provides ALL MODE HF,
50Mhz,144Mhz, and 430Mhz SSB, CW, AM, FM, AFSK RTTY,
and Packet. Receive coverage is 100 kHz through 961 Mhz
(cell and digital phone blocked). HF/50 Mhz transmitter is
100 Watts, 144 Mhz is 50 Watts, and 430 Mhz is 20 Watts.
The receiver has a low noise and high dynamic range front
end, crystal filters for SSB and CW (optional 500 Hz CW Filter
installed), DSP, a IF Noise Blanker that really works, IF shift,
IPO, built in ELECTRONIC KEYER, Automatic Repeater Shift,
CTCSS/DCS Tone Systems, Spectrum Scope, and much, much
more. 11 bids were received for a selling price of $512.00.
The radio sold for about double that. Add in all the accessories, and you’ve got yourself another nice rig for a bargain.

The Yaesu FT-100D transceiver along with all the extra
goodies offered on E-Bay. For those of you who think HF is
priced out of reach, think again. This would be an excellent
starter rig either in the shack or mobile in your car/truck. I
use mine in my truck and have had a lot of fun with it. You
just gotta be on the lookout for them bargains out there on
E-Bay. Believe me, they are plentiful .

Another Yaesu rig I found was this auction for the FT-100D,
Ye Olde Editors rig of choice in the mobile setup. This one
came with a bunch of extra goodies, such as the Kenwood
(more E-Bay Report continued on next page.)
speaker shown in the picture,
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The E-Bay Report (continued)
This next one is another Yaesu offering, this time for the FT- was heard but not much more than that. Only 1 bid was re817D. This FT-817ND, includes coverage of the U.S. 60- ceived, but that was enough to clinch the deal. Final price: 20
meter (5 MHz) band. This package includes a 1400 mAh bucks. A nice collectable novelty, but that’s about it.
NiMH Battery pack (FNB-85), a NC-72B Charger, a MH-31
microphone, (2) Battery cases for AA alkaline batteries, a
YHA-63 three section antenna, a DC cable, a serial cable for
connecting to a computer, a DC cable to plug into a cigarette
lighter socket so you can use it in your car, and a CW filter
450.0 KHZ 500 HZ. From what I saw of the pictures, it
looked to be a clean well cared for radio. Comes complete
with the owner’s manual. A very popular radio as evidenced
by the amount of activity on it: 32 bids were received for a
selling price of $530.00.

The Heathkit Two’er as seen on E-Bay. Clean condition; a
nice novelty, but you probably find much use for it in
today’s 2 Meter world.
That’s it for this month. Remember, don’t let the price tags on
today’s HF equipment scare you out of the hobby. Bargains
do exist on E-Bay from reputable sellers. Same thing goes for
hamfest stuff. You just need to be diligent and know what it
is you’re looking at. As always, thanks for reading!! 73 es
CUL de NB3C!!
The FT-817 as seen on E-Bay. Another excellent starter rig for
the shack or mobile priced right for the beginner.
Don’t let pricey HF rigs chase you out of the hobby.
Bargains DO exist!!
One of Heathkits many entries into the 2M market, comes
one of the famous ‘Benton Harbor Lunchboxes’, the Heathkit
Two’er. I have one of these in a 6M version; they also made
one like this for CB. If you can find the CB one, you have
yourself a real rarity. Anyway, this was an AM rig, crystal
controlled with the crystal of your choice plugged in the front.
This is an AM only rig, no SSB on it, but a neat little rig in it’s
own right. Not real plentiful, but then again not real scarce.
This one appeared to be pretty clean. The seller wasn’t sure if
it was completely functional though; it powered up and noise
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The Steel City Amateur Radio Club
(412) 787-0777
2M Repeater:
147.030/147.630MHz (PL 123.0)
70cm Repeater:
444.450/449.450MHz (PL 103.5)
WA3TTS Beacon: 144.300MHz
(CW)
ATV Repeater: 426.250MHz
(Currently off-line. Contact AA3EE
for more info.)
1296MHz Beacon: 1296.269MHz
(CW) 1W

The Steel City Amateur Radio
Club is an ARRL-Affiliated
organization

See what you miss out on at our
monthly meetings when you don’t
attend?? Next Meeting: Dec 16

Steel City Amateur Radio Club
P.O. Box 281
Carnegie, Pennsylvania 15106
Phone 412-787-0777
Editor: Greg Babin, NB3C
KQ3DX@hotmail.com
www.w3kwh.com

We’re on the web!
<www.w3kwh.com>

