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DECEMBER 2020: 2ND SNOWIEST ON RECORD 
December 2020 proved 
to be one for the record 
books!  A total of 27.4 
inches was observed, 
coming in 2nd to the 
year 1890 where 41.8 
inches of snow was 
recorded.  It was also 
the 7th snowiest month 
since records have been 
kept (dating back to 
1880).  Speaking of 1880, 
it snowed 41.8 inches in 
December and holds 
the #1 spot for snowiest 
Decembers.    

Two winter storms were 
largely responsible for 
the month’s high 
snowfall totals, one of 
which occurred on 
Christmas Eve / Day. 
This event set the stage 
for an official “White 
Christmas” since 2017.   

More: Dec 16-17 Event  

More: Dec 24-25 Event 

 

 

 

 

CONNECT 
WITH US! 

           

@NWSPittsburgh 

We want to hear from 
you! Are these 
newsletters helpful?  
What else would you 
like to learn?  How are 
you promoting weather 
safety at your company? 

SEND US AN EMAIL! 

Myranda Fullerton 

Jared Rackley 

More: Ambassadors 

  

https://www.weather.gov/pbz/december16_17winterstorm2020
https://www.weather.gov/pbz/2020christmaseveanddayarcticfront
mailto:Myranda.fullerton@noaa.gov
mailto:Jared.rackley@noaa.gov
https://www.weather.gov/wrn/ambassadors


 

 

 

 

THE POLAR VORTEX 
The polar vortex is a large area of low pressure and cold air that 
surrounds both of the Earth’s poles.  It ALWAYS exists near the 
poles, but weakens in the summer and strengthens in the winter.    

 

 

(Source: NOAA) 

 

(Ice along Allegheny River at Brady’s Bend)  

 

 

The Vortex: 
 
The term refers to the counter-
clockwise flow of air that helps keep 
colder air near the Poles.  During 
the winter, the polar vortex will 
expand, sending “lobes” of colder 
air southward with the polar jet 
stream.   

 
A New Concept?  
 
No; the feature is not new but the 
term has gained recent public 
popularity.  If you hear the term 
polar vortex, you should prepare for 
colder temperature.    For our area, 
this can lead to problematic ice 
formation along the region’s vast 
river and stream network.   
 

How to prepare: 
 
When forecasters start to mention 
signs on an impending visit from 
the Polar Vortex, check your home 
and car emergency kits to insure 
you are prepared for any type of 
hazardous winter weather.  
 
Checklist: Prepare for Cold 
Weather 

 
 

 

 

 

Join NWS Cleveland for 
River Ice Spotter 

Training on January 26 
at 10AM:  

    More Info & Registration 

https://www.weather.gov/safety/cold-before
https://www.weather.gov/safety/cold-before
https://www.weather.gov/cle/RiverIceSpotters


 

 

 

 

SPRING 2021 
OUTLOOK 

 
 
 
   
The current La Niña pattern is expected to impact 
the region through early spring, possibly 
transitioning to an ENSO-neutral phase during 
the late spring (55% chance during April-June, per 
CPC).   
 
 
 

  
 

The 3-month outlook suggests a similar pattern to that of the previous winter months, with an active jet stream supporting 
near or below average temperature across the northern tier, with near average or above temperature across much of the 
southern CONUS.  Occasional, stronger disturbances digging across the Great Lakes may yield near or above average 
precipitation for the Ohio Valley region.  This could mean a potentially active spring storm season as we transition from 
snow to thunderstorms.  

 The NWS National Seasonal Safety 
Campaign for spring officially begins 
on March 1st, but for those that are 
already tired of snow and cold, feel 
free to jump ahead to learning about 
ways you can help your community 
become #WeatherReady in the face of 
adverse weather.   

Learn about spring weather safety! 

 

 

 

https://www.weather.gov/wrn/spring-safety

